Padma Bhushan

SHRI PANKAJ KESHUBHAI UDHAS (POSTHUMOUS)

Shri Pankaj Keshubhai Udhas, known as the Velvet Voice of India, was not just a ghazal
singer but a musical institution and a bridge between tradition and modernity.

2. Born on 17" May, 1951, in Jetpur, Gujarat, Shri Udhas grew up in a home filled with
poetry and melodies. Though he had no formal classical training, his dedication and passion for
music shaped him into one of the most revered voices of his time. His breakthrough came with
Chitthi Aayi Hai from the 1986 film Naam, a song that continues to resonate with millions of fans
worldwide. Throughout his career, he delivered timeless hits, such as Ghungroo Toot Gaye, Aur
Ahista Kijiye Baatein, and Jeeye To Jeeye Kaise, each capturing the depth and emotion of ghazals.

3. Shri Udhas' influence transcended borders, taking Indian music to global heights. He
performed at some of the world's most prestigious venues, including the Royal Albert Hall,
Madison Square Garden, the Sydney Opera House, and the 02 Arena. His concerts were not just
performances but spiritual and poetic experiences, allowing audiences to connect deeply with the
emotions conveyed through his ghazals. His ability to blend melody with heartfelt poetry earned
him admiration across cultures, solidifying his role as a global ambassador of the ghazal genre. In
2022, he released his final ghazal album, Forever Ghalib, at the sold-out Sydney Opera House,
reaffirming his enduring popularity and legacy. His contribution to the world of music was
unparalleled, and he played a pivotal role in keeping the tradition of ghazals alive.

4. Beyond his musical career, Shri Udhas was also deeply committed to philanthropy. In
2002, he co-founded Khazana — A Festival of Ghazals, a charitable event that raised funds for
cancer and thalassemia patients. He was actively involved with the Cancer Patients Aid
Association (CPAA), extending support to those battling the disease. As the president of the
Parents Association Thalassemic Unit Trust (PATUT) for over 40 years, he worked tirelessly
toward a thalassemia-free India, facilitating over 740 bone marrow transplants for children. His
humanitarian efforts, combined with his musical genius, have left an everlasting impact on
society, ensuring that his legacy continues to inspire and uplift future generations.

S. Throughout his career, Shri Udhas was embellished with numerous accolades,
recognizing his exceptional contributions to music. He was honoured with the KL Saigal Award as
the Best Ghazal Singer of the Year in 1985; Indira Gandhi Priyadarshani Award for his
remarkable contributions to music in 1996; Dadabhai Naoroji Millennium Award, conferred by
the Dadabhai Naroji International Society and the MTV Immies Award for Best Ghazal Album in
2003. His exceptional artistry was further recognized in 2006 when he was bestowed with the
Padma Shri. In 2023, he was felicitated with the Master Dinanath Mangeshkar Award and the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, both celebrating his outstanding contributions to Indian music.

6. Shri Udhas passed away on 26" February, 2024.
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