
SHRI PANKAJ KESHUBHAI UDHAS (POSTHUMOUS)

 Shri Pankaj Keshubhai Udhas, known as the  was not just a ghazal Velvet Voice of India,
singer but a musical institution and a bridge between tradition and modernity. 

2. Born on 17  May, 1951, in Jetpur, Gujarat, Shri Udhas grew up in a home filled with th

poetry and melodies. Though he had no formal classical training, his dedication and passion for 
music shaped him into one of the most revered voices of his time. His breakthrough came with 
Chitthi Aayi Hai Naam, from the 1986 film  a song that continues to resonate with millions of fans 
worldwide. Throughout his career, he delivered timeless hits, such as Ghungroo Toot Gaye, Aur 
Ahista Kijiye Baatein, Jeeye To Jeeye Kaise, and  each capturing the depth and emotion of ghazals.

3. Shri Udhas' influence transcended borders, taking Indian music to global heights. He 
performed at some of the world's most prestigious venues, including the Royal Albert Hall, 
Madison Square Garden, the Sydney Opera House, and the 02 Arena. His concerts were not just 
performances but  allowing audiences to connect deeply with the spiritual and poetic experiences,
emotions conveyed through his ghazals. His ability to blend melody with heartfelt poetry earned 
him admiration across cultures, solidifying his role as a global ambassador of the ghazal genre. In 
2022, he released his final ghazal album,  at the sold-out Sydney Opera House, Forever Ghalib,
reaffirming his enduring popularity and legacy. His contribution to the world of music was 
unparalleled, and he played a pivotal role in keeping the tradition of ghazals alive.

4. Beyond his musical career, Shri Udhas was also deeply committed to philanthropy. In 
2002, he co-founded Khazana — A Festival of Ghazals, a charitable event that raised funds for 
cancer and thalassemia patients. He was actively involved with the Cancer Patients Aid 
Association (CPAA), extending support to those battling the disease. As the president of the 
Parents Association Thalassemic Unit Trust (PATUT) for over 40 years, he worked tirelessly 
toward a thalassemia-free India, facilitating over 740 bone marrow transplants for children. His 
humanitarian efforts, combined with his musical genius, have left an everlasting impact on 
society, ensuring that his legacy continues to inspire and uplift future generations.

5. Throughout his career, Shri Udhas was embellished with numerous accolades, 
recognizing his exceptional contributions to music. He was honoured with the K L Saigal Award as 
the Best Ghazal Singer of the Year in 1985; Indira Gandhi Priyadarshani Award for his 
remarkable contributions to music in 1996; Dadabhai Naoroji Millennium Award, conferred by 
the Dadabhai Naroji International Society and the MTV Immies Award for Best Ghazal Album in 
2003. His exceptional artistry was further recognized in 2006 when he was bestowed with the 
Padma Shri. In 2023, he was felicitated with the Master Dinanath Mangeshkar Award and the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, both celebrating his outstanding contributions to Indian music. 

6. Shri Udhas passed away on 26  February, 2024.th

Padma Bhushan



Jh iadt ds'kqHkkÃ mèkkl ¼ej.kksijkar½

 Hkkjr ds eueksgd Loj ds :i esa fo[;kr Jh iadt ds'kqHkkÃ mèkkl u dsoy ,d xty xk;d Fks cfYd ,d laxhr 
laLFkku vkSj ijaijk ,oa vkèkqfudrk ds chp ,d dM+h FksA 

2 ]- 17 eÃ] 1951 dks xqtjkr ds tsriqj esa tUes  Jh mèkkl dkO; vkSj Loj&ekèkq;Z ls ifjiw.kZ ifjokj esa iys&c<+sA gkykafd] 
mUgksaus dksÃ vkSipkfjd 'kkL=h; çf'k{k.k çkIr ugÈ fd;k Fkk] ijarq laxhr ds çfr muds leiZ.k vkSj yxu us mUgsa vius le; ds 
lcls lEekfur xk;dksa esa ls ,d ds :i esa çLrqr fd;kA mUgsa igyh lQyrk o"kZ 1986 dh fQYe uke ds xhr fpëh vkÃ gS] ds 
lkFk feyh tks nqfu;k Hkj esa yk[kksa ç'kaldksa ds chp xwatrk jgrk gSA vius iwjs dfj;j ds nkSjku] mUgksaus  ?kqa?k: VwV x,]vkSj 
vfgLrk dhft;s ckrsa] vkSj th,a rks th,a dSls tSls dkykrhr fgV xhr is'k fd,] ftuesa ls çR;sd xhr esa x+t+yksa dh xgjkÃ vkSj 
Hkkouk lekfgr FkhA

3- Jh mèkkl dk çHkko lhekvksa ls ijs Fkk] ftlus Hkkjrh; laxhr dks oSfÜod Åapkb;ksa ij igqapk;kA mUgksaus j‚;y vYcVZ 
g‚y] eSfMlu LDok;j xkMZu] flMuh vksisjk gkml vkSj 02 ,fjuk lfgr nqfu;k ds dqN lcls çfrf"Br LFkkuksa ij çn'kZu fd;kA 
muds laxhr dk;ZØe dsoy çn'kZu ugÈ Fks] cfYd vkè;kfRed vkSj dkO;kRed vuqHko Fks] ftlls Jksrk mudh x+t+yksa ds ekè;e 
ls O;ä dh xÃ Hkkoukvksa ls xgjkÃ ls tqM+ ikrs FksA eèkqjrk dks fny dks Nw ysus okyh dfork ds lkFk feykus dh mudh {kerk us 
mUgsa fofHkUu laL—fr;ksa esa ç'kalk fnykÃ] ftlls x+t+y 'kSyh ds oSfÜod jktnwr ds :i esa mudh Hkwfedk etcwr gqÃA o"kZ 2022 
esa] mUgksaus viuk vafre x+t+y ,Yce] Q‚j,oj x+kfyc] fcd pqds flMuh vksisjk gkml esa fjyht+ fd;k] ftlus mudh LFkk;h 
yksdfç;rk vkSj fojklr dh iqf"V dhA laxhr dh nqfu;k esa mudk ;ksxnku vf}rh; Fkk] vkSj mUgksaus x+t+y dh ijaijk dks thoar 
j[kus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk vnk dhA

4- vius laxhr dfj;j ds vykok] Jh mèkkl ijksidkj ds çfr Hkh ân; ls çfrc) FksA o"kZ 2002 esa] mUgksaus [ktkuk& , 
QsfLVoy v‚Q+ x+t+y dh lg&LFkkiuk dh] tks ,d èkekZFkZ dk;ZØe Fkk] ftlus dSalj vkSj FkSyslhfe;k jksfx;ksa ds fy, èku 
tqVk;kA os dSalj dh chekjh ls tw> jgs yksxksa dks lgk;rk nsus okyh dSalj jksxh lgk;rk la?k ¼lhlhih,½ ds lkFk lfØ; :i ls 
tqM+s gq, FksA 40 ls Hkh vfèkd o"kks± rd iSjsaV~l ,lksfl,'ku FkSyslhfed ;wfuV VªLV ¼ih,Vh;wVh½ ds vè;{k ds :i esa] mUgksaus 
FkSyslhfe;k eqä Hkkjr dh fn'kk esa vFkd ç;kl fd;k] cPpksa ds fy, 740 ls vfèkd vfLFk&eTtk çR;kjksi.k dh lqfoèkk miyCèk 
djkÃA muds ekuoh; ç;klksa us] mudh laxhr çfrHkk ds lkFk feydj] lekt ij ;g lqfuf'pr djrs gq, ,d fpjLFkk;h çHkko 
NksM+k gS fd mudh fojklr Hkfo"; dh ihf<+;ksa dks çsfjr vkSj mRFkku djrh jgsA

5-  vius dfj;j ds nkSjku] Jh mèkkl dks laxhr esa muds vlkèkkj.k ;ksxnku dks lEeku nsrs gq, dÃ iqjLdkjksa ls vya—r 
fd;k x;kA mUgsa  o"kZ 1985 esa o"kZ ds loZJs"B x+t+y xk;d ds :i esa ds-,y- lgxy iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;k x;k( o"kZ1996 
esa laxhr esa muds mYys[kuh; ;ksxnku ds fy, bafnjk xkaèkh fç;n'kZuh iqjLdkj( nknkHkkÃ ukSjksth baVjus'kuy lkslkbVh }kjk 
çnku fd;k x;k nknkHkkÃ ukSjksth feysfu;e iqjLdkj vkSj o"kZ 2003 esa loZJs"B x+t+y ,Yce ds fy, ,eVhoh beht+ iqjLdkjA 
mudh vlkèkkj.k dykRedrk dks o"kZ 2006 esa vkSj lEeku feyk tc mUgsa in~e Jh ls vya—r fd;k x;kA o"kZ 2023 esa] mUgsa 
ekLVj nhukukFk eaxs'kdj iqjLdkj vkSj laxhr ukVd vdkneh iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;k x;k] nksuksa gh Hkkjrh; laxhr esa muds 
mR—"V ;ksxnku dk Lej.k djrs gSaA 

6-  26 Qjojh] 2024 dks Jh mèkkl dk fuèku gks x;k A

in~e Hkw”k.k


